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By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

The local development community is split over
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s proposed fee
on new development to raise money for affordable
housing projects.

It’s long overdue and welcome news for devel-
oper Isela Gracian. That’s because Gracian heads
the East Los Angeles Community Corp., which
has built 600 affordable housing units at 12 apart-
ment projects, almost all within the city. The
group has at least five more projects in planning
stages; without Garcetti’s proposed fee, she said
some of those projects might never get completed.

But for developer Shawn Evenhaim, that same
recently announced fee proposal is unwelcome
news. Evenhaim is chief executive of California
Home Builders, a Canoga Park developer of market-
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Old shops washed out by Venice’s tech scene
By DAINA BETH SOLOMON Staff Reporter

THE age of $2 tacos could soon be over on
Rose Avenue – a street that symbolizes
Venice’s transformation from bohemian

beach town to sophisticated Silicon Beach hub.
La Fiesta Brava has been handed an eviction

notice after 23 years serving affordable Mexican
fare, and the restaurant slated to take over that
space is more likely to serve salt-roasted branzi-
no and grilled oysters.

A few doors away, 23-year-old DNA
Clothing is closing after its rent tripled. A yoga
studio reportedly is scouting out the space.

The forced march of Rose’s old-timers is a
sign that the street is abandoning its past as a
sleepy, rough-hewn road you’d pass through to
get from Lincoln Boulevard to the beach. Now,
an influx of hip restaurants is attracting new ten-

ants as the rest of Venice gets overcrowded with
shopping and dining.

While the seaside neighborhood’s turn to the
trendy and refined has been years in the making,
the recent spillover to Rose from popular shop-
ping drags Abbot Kinney Boulevard and Main
Street signals a quicker, bigger metamorphosis
taking hold. Tech companies are snatching up
property and the neighborhood is filling with
young and affluent employees. 

There’s just one problem: There’s little room
to grow on narrow streets already packed with
homes and businesses. That won’t change even
as tech companies such as Google Inc. and
Yahoo Inc. add digs in Playa Vista, about three
miles away. Venice will still remain a kind of
local home base for them, said real estate broker
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Leading Role: Point Media’s Richard Marks.

By CALE OTTENS Staff Reporter

There’s big money to be made as an expert
witness, especially in high-profile entertainment
disputes.

Beverly Hills attorney Richard Marks, for
example, once received nearly $140,000 for just
one testimony, according to court records. And
because qualified expert witnesses can be hard to
find, Marks expects he’ll have plenty more
opportunities to testify.

Indeed, he might be called to take the stand
again soon in a case between two advisers who
worked on reality show “Survivor,” where one
claims the other bilked him out of his $14 million
share of the CBS show’s revenue. That case,
which was postponed hours before it was sched-
uled to begin trial in Los Angeles Superior Court
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Shored Up: Kim Gordon at 911 Nowita Place,
bought for $1 million and selling for $4 million.

How to make millions flipping in Venice
By HANNAH MIET Staff Reporter

FEW people understand the changing face
of Venice better than property designer
Kim Gordon. 

Soon after she moved there 20 years ago,
gang members buried a bag of drugs and guns in
her backyard.

Today, she designs and develops luxury
homes in the area, selling them for millions to
creatives who epitomize the new face of Venice.

Gordon, 50, uses her familiarity with both the
new and old Venice to her advantage. She
acquires shabby houses for as low as $850,000
in off-market transactions, paying cash to owners

Folding Up: DNA
Clothing on
Rose Avenue in
Venice, where
owners say rents
have tripled.
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